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Steve Sez...
Basic-Med:
Basic-Med for those folks who would like to discontinue obtaining any
class medical. I personally think it is a great move forward in thinking for
the FAA. You can read up on it in EAA or AOPA literature, and I am certain
by the time it takes effect on May 1, 2017, the FAA will issue a final rule. I
also think it is very safe for the kind of flying most folks holding a third
class medical do right now. Unlike LSA rules, we can use it in a Swift and
that means a lot.
Most of you know that I was an Aviation Safety Investigator for the NTSB
for years. During that time I investigated over 800 events. Most were
fender benders; however, many were serious accidents. In all those
investigations I was able to determine incapacitation in two fatal accidents.
I also investigated two that involved a pilot falling asleep which is a remote
form of incapacitation. One of those was fatal, one not. So, as you can
see, the risk is small and none of those resulted in injury to other persons.

Swift National 2017
Things are in the works for the Swift Annual Convention in Cleburne, TX, on October 4th ‘til the 8th of this
year. As we move along we will need volunteers to help with the normal activities at the time the event
gets underway. You know, the really neat high paying jobs like parking cars, airplanes, carrying out the
trash, getting ice, stocking the libations, etc, so we hope you come early and stay late. We have made
arrangements with two motels adjacent to the south end of the airport and established rates. Both have
offered some form of transfer back and forth to the airport, although we plan to have some of our own.
We have not decided at this point which one will be our evening point of contact, but hope to do that in a
few weeks. They are basically within easy walking distance of each other. If you are interested in getting
a head start on rooms, let them know you are with the ‘Swifts’ to get our rate. Here is the information:
The following are motels we have booked rooms:
Our Hospitality Room will be at the Hampton Inn where we have booked 40 rooms presently. We are
hopeful that we can get more. We also have booked 40 rooms at the Holiday Inn Express about a city
block from the Hampton Inn.
We will have a service that will serve both locations with transportation to and from the airport. We also
have made arrangements with Enterprise Car Rental for pickup and return of cars at the airport for
those who would like to have their own vehicles. Yes, it is early; however, I suggest that you start
booking rooms now, to avoid any disappointment later. You can always cancel! Be certain to mention
that you are with the Swift group to get the special rate. Here are the local numbers for these:
Hampton Inn, 817-641-7770
Holiday Inn Express, 817-641-5300
Enterprise car rental, 817-645-6996

Sun and Fun Memories
I usually start thinking about the Sun and Fun Flyin early in January, when the weather here
can be cold and dreary. It always makes me a little happier to imagine the Florida sunshine,
airplanes, friends, and the adventure of a trip from Texas to Florida in a small airplane. I think I
have been to the Sun and Fun Flyin 8 times. Most of these trips were made with my dad, and it
is a time we both look forward to each year. A few special memories come to mind regarding
my trips to Sun and Fun.
Pensacola- We always make an overnight stop in Pensacola, and spend several hours at the
Naval Aviation Museum. I have been many times, but it just never gets old. I would highly
recommend spending a day or two here if you have never been. The seafood at the Fish House
is excellent, and the view of the small harbor from the patio is amazing in the evening. The
airport of choice here is Ferguson Airport, (82J), just north of the naval air base. It is a family
owned airport: friendly, and convenient to everything you want in Pensacola.
Beach Olying- I always look forward to the views of Olying the beach in the Florida panhandle.
My usual route takes me from Pensacola along the beach in the panhandle and then down the
west side of Florida into the Tampa area. I usually Oly the beach at around 500-1000 AGL.
I Olew my Super Cub to SNF one year, and was Olying this route at around 500 ft AGL. When I
checked in with Tyndall Approach, they had F-22’s in the pattern and in order to stay on the
beach they cleared me through at no higher than 200 ft AGL. I remember this clearly several
years later, an incredible view of Oish, people, and boats.
Random airports/ Island Hopping- I try to stop at new airports along familiar routes when I
can. I landed at St. George’s Island and Cedar Key on my last trip to SNF. Cedar Key was a great
stop, with an approach over the water to a relatively short runway. The town taxi monitors the
unicom, and is there to pick you up and drive you to lunch.
Florida airports- We have made several trips to Florida through the years, including many for
business and pleasure in addition to SNF. I don’t know about you, but I enjoy keeping track of
the different airports I have landed at in different states. Here is my list for Florida- Pensacola
Ferguson, Pensacola Intl, Destin, Panama City, Appalachicola, St. George Island, CarrabelleThompson, Perry-Foley, Cross City, Cedar Key, St. Augustine, Leesburg, Tampa Executive,
Lakeland, Kissimmee, Palm Beach, Ft. Lauderdale, and Naples. I hope to add a few more next
week when we Oly down to Marco Island for Spring Break. I am trying to talk my wife into an
afternoon of Olying to Key West and Marathon Key.
I hope this short jog through Florida gets you in the mood for a new season of Olying.
There is no better way to start it off than a trip to Sun and Fun in 2017!!
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April 4-9
Sun and Fun, Lakeland FL
April 15
Tyler TX (KTYR) 11 am lunch followed by museum
May 6
Huntsville TX (KUTS) all day
June 24
Fredericksburg TX (T82) 9 am breakfast at diner
July 24-30
EAA Airventure, Oshkosh WI
September 9
Dallas Executive Airport (KRB) 11 am lunch at terminal
October 4-8
Swift National Cleburne TX (KCPT)

I will be sending a reminder, weather update, and specific times and plans for the local events
the week of the scheduled event. I hope to see you all several times this year as we enjoy fun,
fellowship, flying, and of course the Swift.
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